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TODAY’S MORTGAGE RATES FRIDAY 1-24-20

Rates as of 1/24/20 and can change without notice. Maximum loan amount $726,525. Requires 25% down payment. On a $300,000 30yr fi xed rate loan at 3.125%, the monthly principal and interest payment would be $1,285.13. On a $300,000 15 yr fi xed rate home 
equity loan at 2.750%, the monthly principal and interest payment would be $2,035.86. Your actual payment obligation will be greater. Does not include additional costs such as taxes and insurance premiums. Requirements and restrictions apply. NMLS 1662480

Investor and Self Employed Loans

30 YEAR Fixed Rate 3.125%
2.989%

APRRATE

RATE APR

15 YEAR Fixed Rate
HOME EQUITY LOAN 2.750%

3.245%

• Common sense approach to income
• Fix and Flip Loans
• Bridge Loans
• ADU, CPR and ground-up Construction

CALL US TODAY!
myerscapitalhawaii.com

566-6611

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL LENDING
2015

LLC

POWER BILL

Sen. Gil Riviere introduces a 
package regarding utility-scale 
wind energy projects >> B3
———
911 REPORT >> B2
COMICS & PUZZLES >> B7-9

Critically important util-
ity work in the city center 
segment of the Honolulu 
rail line is still running be-
hind schedule, and the rail 
authority is preparing to 
hire a second contractor to 
ensure the work is finished 
on time and does not delay 
construction of the last 
portion of the 20-mile rail 
system.

The city hired contractor 
Nan Inc. in 2018 under a 
contract for up to $400 mil-
lion to relocate the utilities 
along the last 4.1 miles of 
the rail line, and that work 
was supposed to be 30% 
finished by now, according 
to Glenn Nohara, a member 
of the Honolulu Authority 
for Rapid Transportation 
board of directors.

But members of the 
board were told Thursday 
the utility work is actually 
only 7% complete, and time 
is short.

The city is now soliciting 
proposals for a public-
private partnership, or P3 
agreement, to complete the 
elevated rail line from Mid-
dle Street through the 
downtown area to Ala 
Moana Center. The goal is 
to have that P3 contractor 
complete that last segment 
of rail and eight stations in 
time for the planned De-
cember 2025 opening of the 
entire system.

The advance utility work 
along that route in the ur-
ban core is urgent because 
HART needs to move utili-
ties such as sewer and 
water lines, power lines 
and other infrastructure 
out of the way so that the 

P3 contractor can move 
quickly into heavy con-
struction of the rail line and 
stations.

Frank Kosich, director of 
engineering and construc-
tion for HART, said the rail 
authority is trying to shift 
from night work to both 
day and night construction 
for the utility work “be-
cause we’re not moving 
quick enough. We’ve got to 
increase our production.”

Before HART can imple-
ment that day-and-night 
schedule, it needs to win 
the approval of the city 
Department of Transporta-
tion Services for HART’s 
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ON VACATION:
Columnist Lee Cataluna 
is on vacation.
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Workers are needed to plant limu in Waimanalo
Star-Advertiser staff

Volunteers are wanted to 
clean the reef and plant limu 
(or algae) at Kaiona Beach 
Park in Waimanalo at 8 a.m. 
Saturday.

Sea Life Park Hawaii and 
Waimanalo Limu Hui are 
hosting the quarterly event 
to “help restore beneficial 
limu to the reef and spread 
awareness for the important 

role that certain species 
play in local culture.”

Since starting the limu 
planting events in 2017, 
there has been an increase 
in fish and turtles in the 
area, the hui said in a news 
release.

“This partnership is in-
credibly exciting, as it is an 
effort that celebrates cul-
ture, community and con-
servation,” said Sea Life 

Park’s general manager, 
Valerie King.

“Together we are commit-
ted to improving the ecosys-
tem that once thrived in 
Waimanalo Bay,” said 
Waimanalo Limu Hui board 
President Ikaika Rogerson. 
“It truly takes the care of the 
community to ensure that 
future generations can ap-
preciate the beauty and his-
tory of our Ahupua’a.”

“Key species currently 
being cultivated through the 
program with Sea Life Park 
include Limu Manauea or 
Ogo, Limu Lepe-o-Hina, and 
Limu Palahalaha. Invasive 
alien algae have become det-
rimental to the sustainabil-
ity of endemic limu grown 
naturally nowhere else in 
the world, with many native 
fish, invertebrates, and tur-
tles, preferring to feed on na-

tive algae species,” the Hui 
said. “Once an abundance of 
the endemic organic limu is 
cultivated through the part-
nership, future plans will in-
clude utilizing a portion of it 
to feed the Hawaiian green 
sea turtles (honu) at Sea Life 
Park as part of a sustainable 
cycle in support of the 
Park’s honu breeding and 
conservation program. 
Nutrient-rich limu will also 

be incorporated into some 
of Sea Life Park’s restaurant 
menu items as a celebration 
of traditional flavors.”

Volunteers are asked to 
bring picnic ware, a reusable 
water bottle, tabis or old 
shoes for feet protection, a 
mask and snorkel, and reef-
safe sunscreen.

For more information, see 
facebook.com/waimanalo
limuhui.

By Kevin Dayton
kdayton@staradvertiser.com

With rail work running late, 
city might hire new contractor

Please see RAIL, B3

‘Point 
in Time’ 
survey 
tallies 
Oahu’s 
homeless

Outreach workers fanned 
out across Oahu on Thurs-
day — starting at 4 a.m. — 
to survey the island’s 
homeless population in a 
one-day, compressed census 
as part of the nationwide 
Point in Time Count.

The neighbor islands this 
year will continue to spread 
their Point in Time Counts 
over multiple days — from 
Monday through Jan. 31 — 
although several major 
mainland cities only survey 
their homeless populations 

on a single night.
The reduction to a one-

day count on Oahu was 
driven by a new app called 
Survey 123, which uploads 
the Point in Time Count data 
in real time.

At 5:57 a.m. Scott Mor-
ishige — the state’s home-
less coordinator — took a 
break from surveying home-
less people around Neal S. 
Blaisdell Park in Aiea and 
opened the app on his 

By Dan Nakaso
dnakaso@staradvertiser.com CRAIG T. KOJIMA / CKOJIMA@STARADVERTISER.COM

The state’s homeless 
coordinator, Scott 
Morishige, right, talked 
to a man Thursday during 
a Point in Time Count. 
The man lives next to 
Waimalu Stream.

Please see SURVEY, B6

KAT WADE / SPECIAL TO THE STAR ADVERTISER

Sea Life Park has partnered with Waimanalo Limu Hui providing space and tanks to grow three species of limu for restoring Waimanalo Bay at Kaiona Beach. Sea life 
Park’s General Manager Valerie King, left, and curator Jeff Pawloski talked with Waimanalo Limu Hui President Ikaika Rogerson Tuesday over a tank of the honu’s 
favorite Limu Palahalaha at Sea Life Park. 


